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Foundation Basic Info on the Organisation Locations Description Application Links

Segal Family Foundation
Priority organizations are those that are small and in 
their early stage.

Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, and 
Malawi.

We work across Sub-Saharan Africa and strive to be 
true partners to our grantees. We want to change 
the power dynamics inherent in traditional 
philanthropy and prove that a new, more equitable, 
and responsive approach is not only more fair, but 
more effective.

https://www.
segalfamilyfoundation.
org/grant-seekers/

African Visionary Fund
We believe that organizations within a $200,000 to 
$1,500,000 annual budget size are most likely at the 
right
size and stage for our funding.
Min. 3 years of operation

African-founded, African-led & 
African based Sub-saharan focus 

At the African Visionary Fund, our mission is to drive 
more funding to African visionaries to accelerate 
their impact.
African visionaries are achieving remarkable impact 
by partnering with communities to build accessible 
health infrastructure, inclusive education systems, 
strong local economies, and equitable societies
But grant-making is often biased and unjust. 
Foreign-led organizations in Africa still receive the 
bulk of funding at the expense of local 
organizations. 

https://africanvisionary.org/

African Women’s Development Fund 
(AWDF)

Applicants must be African women’s organizations, and 
must be led by women. Most of the staff and board of 
the organization must also be female. The Fund will only 
fund projects that cost less than 50% of an organization’
s annual income.

Africa Interested in projects working with young women. 
They promote the interests of women facing 
multiple discrimination. They build up the women 
by engaging them in arts, culture, sports and 
technology as well as Body & Health Rights; 
Economic Security & Justice, as well as Leadership.

https://awdf.org/

Acumen Fund/ Acumen Capital Partners
gap that exists for social enterprises. ACP manages funds 
supporting established, high-potential companies to 
catalyze scalable solutions that deliver social and 
financial returns. 

Africa
Social enterprises are proving they can solve the 
world’s toughest problems. More investors need to 
see the potential these companies hold so, 
together, we can make a real impact in the world 
and demonstrate that business as usual can change. 
Acumen Capital Partners, a subsidiary of Acumen, 
supports funds investing in social enterprises that 
can deliver social and financial returns to transform 
the lives of low-income people everywhere.

https:
//acumencapitalpartners.com/

Ashoka
Ashoka's selection process is anchored by our five 
criteria against which all Fellow candidates are 
evaluated:

The Knockout Test: A New Idea, Creativity, 
Entrepreneurial Quality, Social Impact of Idea, Ethical 
Fiber of social entrepreneur

Global 
If you are interested in recommending a social 
entrepreneur to the Ashoka Fellowship, we 
welcome any information about a candidate and 
their work that you can provide. You can do this by 
recommending a candidate using the button below. 

Please also read carefully through the five selection 
criteria listed below to make sure the nominee fits 
our understanding of a leading social entrepreneur.

Ashoka recognizes that it cannot possibly source the 
world’s leading social entrepreneurs on its own. 
Good nominators ensure that Ashoka receives a 
constant flow of promising candidates as well as an 
invaluable perspective on the current innovation in 
the sector. We thank you in advance.

https://www.ashoka.org/en-
us/recommend-ashoka-fellow

Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts
Healthcare (particularly mother and infant health) in 
Anglophone sub Saharan Africa
Access to secondary and tertiary education in 
Anglophone sub-Saharan Africa, especially for girls
Better quality teaching in Anglophone sub-Saharan 
Africa
Heritage conservation in south-east Europe, Turkey and 
Ethiopia
Trachoma prevention and treatment in Ethiopia
Sustainable community-based agriculture in Africa

Anglophone sub-Saharan Africa, 
south-east Europe, Turkey and 
Ethiopia

The Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts is the 
operating office of 18 grant-making trusts 
established by three generations of the Sainsbury 
family. The trusts’ donations to charitable causes 
over several decades represent one of the leading 
examples of sustained philanthropy in Britain.
Each trust works autonomously as an independent 
legal entity with a separate board of trustees, 
actively led by an individual member of the family 
with keenly-followed interests.

https://sfct.powerappsportals.
com/onlineapplication/

Social Innovation Fund
The provision of funding for small, medium and micro-
sized enterprises, in order to contribute to the economic 
and social empowerment of historically disadvantaged 
persons, primarily (but not necessarily exclusively) by 
means of entrepreneurship development and with a 
priority focus on providing opportunities within small, 
medium and micro-sized enterprises for women and 
youth in the rural areas, as well as persons with 
disabilities.

South Africa Set up in 2010 as one element of the broad-based 
black economic empowerment transaction 
conducted by South African Breweries Ltd (SAB), the 
SAB Foundation is an independent trust that 
annually invests millions of rands towards 
developing entrepreneurship in South Africa and 
the benefit of the wider South African community. 

https://sabfoundation.co.
za/social-innovation-fund/

NST Development Trust
The NST Development Trust gives grants to small scale 
projects in Africa, Asia and Latin American where the 
projects benefit disadvantaged sectors of the 
community.

Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
NST Development Trust provides international 
funding for projects In Africa. Their Type of Projects: 
Small scale projects where the projects benefit 
disadvantaged sectors of the community including 
minority groups and groups that may be sidelined 
by the government.

http://www.northsouthtravel.
co.uk

Savannahs Fund
early stage high growth technology startups in sub-
Saharan Africa. Sub-saharan Africa

Savannah Fund is a Seed Capital Fund specializing in
US$50,000-US$1,000,000 investments in early stage 
high growth
technology startups in sub-Saharan Africa.

https://savannah.vc/

ACT Foundation Grant Cycle
The ACT Foundation have adopted a responsive 
approach to grant making. By funding focused-
interventions, the foundation works across a broad 
spectrum of developmental issues clustered within its 
focus areas.

Africa Non Profit Organsaitons 
and social enterprises in Africa

ACT Foundation Grant Cycle 2022 for Non-profit 
Organizations and Social Enterprises in Africa.

https://6261916.extforms.
netsuite.
com/app/site/hosting/scriptlet
.nl?
script=6&deploy=1&compid=6
261916&h=9a956d84af61a7db
7e24

Social Entrepreneurs Programme Africa
Support the Development of Entrepreneurial Ecosystem, 
Supported and funded by private partnership. Africa

The Social Entrepreneurs Programme Africa, is an 
initiative designed to support the financial inclusion 
of Youths in Africa, making them bankable as a 
criterion to access financial services such as credits 
and insurance for their start-ups after their tertiary 
education. We know that no country can achieve its 
potential or meet the challenges of the 21st century 
without fully harnessing the potentials of the 
Youths, Girls and Boys. One of the most effective 
tools for developing countries to end poverty and 
build a better future for themselves and their 
communities, is supporting and financing Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs).

https://sep-africa.org/

Shared Interest
SME grants to make finance available to business 
owners such as food producers, farmers, artisans

Developing countries including 
Africa, East Africa, Costa Rica and 
others

This business grants for Africans is lending support 
to basically young entrepreneurs in Africa. Financing 
artisans, farmers and food producers 

https://www.shared-interest.
com/gb/support-our-charity

International Finance Corporation
Eligibility: Applicants must be African women’s 
organizations, and must be led by women. Most of the 
staff and board of the organization must also be female.Tony Elumelu Foundation Entrepreneurship 

Program
multi-year programme of training, funding, and 
mentoring, designed to empower the next generation of 
African entrepreneurs.

Pan-African
Tony Elumelu Foundation (TEF) to provide 10,000 
aspiring African Entrepreneurs an opportunity to 
benefit from $100 million grant to create 1,000,000 
jobs and contribute $10 billion in annual revenues 
to Africa’s economy over the next 10 years

https://www.
tonyelumelufoundation.org/

Tshikululu Social Investments
To support entrepreneurs in Africa with SME grants. 
Provide Business grants ranging from community 
support and growth, arts and culture, healths, medical 
assistance, health care.

Africa
Social investment and business grants to 
entrepreneurs residing in Africa. https://tshikululu.org.za/

Root Capital
Bridge business grant gap and promote rural 
development with business capital
Connect to agricultural business and deliver financial 
training including funds to strengthen and grow 
businesses in Africa.

Central America, Mexico, South 
America, Sub-Saharan Africa,Asia

Provides Credit and Capacity building to small and 
growing agricultural businesses https://rootcapital.org/

Schwab Foundation
Provide grants to social entrepreneurs in areas such as 
education, agribusiness, health, technology e.t.c

In order to advance social entrepreneurs in across 
the globe, Schwab Foundation continually seek for 
business owners who are social entrepreneurs in 
different areas such as agribusiness, tech, health, 
education. The Schwab Foundation was established 
in 1998 as a social entrepreneurship firm situated in 
Geneva, Switzerland to provide business grants 
across Africa region with rigorous selection stages 
which upon selection you will receive the business 
grant.

https://www.schwabfound.
org/

Ashden International Awards for 
Entrepreneurs in Developing Countries

The entrepreneurship grants is open to non-government 
organizations, social enterprises helping to build a low 
carbon society now for the future generations.

based on United Nations list of 
eligible countries

green energy business awards which provide 
innovative entreprises with the contribution of 
creating sustainable energy systems.

https://ashden.org/awards/

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Global https://www.gatesfoundation.

org/

Skoll Foundation
catalyzes transformational social change by investing in, 
connecting, and championing social entrepreneurs and 
other social innovators

Global reach https://skoll.org/

Echoing Green
Provides seed-funding and leadership development. The 
Racial Equity Philanthropic fund advances racial equity

Intersects social justice and social innovation, 
connecting their expertise and global networks to 
emerging leaders creating long-lasting social 
change.

https://echoinggreen.
org/fellowship/apply/

Ford Foundation
https://www.fordfoundation.
org/work/our-grants/

United States African Development 
Foundation Grants Promotes self-reliance and market-based solutions to poverty Africa

Invests Directly in African grassroots enterprises and 
social entrepreneurs https://www.usadf.gov/

Stichting INGKA Foundation
Promotes and supports innovations in the field of 
architecture, interior designs and welll-being of children Rwanda, Kenya 

Offers people great home-furnishing solutions at 
low prices so that many people can afford to buy 
them

https://www.ingkafoundation.
org/

Wellcome Trust Funds researchers on health Global
Collaborative research that involves a diverse range 
of people from different fields of interest is key to 
progress in health science

https://wellcome.org/

Howard Hughes Medical Institute ,
 Grant funding through competitions that have specific 
objectives and eligibility criteria Global scholars

Advance basic biomedical research and science 
education for the benefit of humanity. https://www.hhmi.org/

Novo Nordisk S/A 
Focuses on serious chronic diseases and global health 
challenges Global partnerships

Works communities, start-ups, businesses, NGOs 
and grassroot organisations, educational 
institutions, public agencies

https://www.novonordisk.
com/

The MasterCard Foundation

Lilly Endowment
Promotes and supports religious and education 
organizations USA https://lillyendowment.org/

The Garfield Weston Foundation
Funds welfare, youth, community, environment, 
education, health, arts, heritage and faith UK

Their grants are directed to capital projects, 
operating costs and specific projects https://garfieldweston.org/

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Funds equity projects USA
Grants are directed to Advance racial equity, 
program directed investments and community 
development finance system.

https://www.rwjf.org/

J. Paul Getty Trust 
Supporting individuals and institutions in visual art and 
cultural heritage Global

grant initiatives that increase access to museum 
collections, strengthen art history as a global 
discipline, advance conservation practice, and 
support current and future leaders in the visual arts

https://www.getty.
edu/foundation/

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
is a nonpartisan, private charitable foundation that 
advances ideas and supports institutions to promote a 
better world.

USA
Funds programs that focus on education, 
environment, gender equity and governance, 
performing arts

https://hewlett.org/

The Church Commissioners for England Religious Activities England
Supports poorer dioceses with ministry costs, 
providing funds to support mission activities, paying 
for bishops' ministry and some cathedral costs, 
administering the legal framework for pastoral 
reorganisation and closed church buildings

https://register-of-charities.
charitycommission.gov.
uk/charity-search/-/charity-
details/5014683/what-who-
how-where

Kamehameha Schools 

Bloomberg Philanthropies (NY) 
works to ensure better, longer lives for the greatest 
number of people by focusing on five key areas: the arts, 
education, the environment, government innovation, 
and public health.

Global Partnerships https://www.bloomberg.org/

Silicon Valley Community Foundation (CA) ,
builds a sense of shared purpose, catalyze inclusive 
solutions, and deliver positive impact that changes lives 
for the better locally, nationally and globally

Community Action Grants Program identifies and 
supports organizations that foster greater creativity 
and help build community and power to promote a 
just, equitable and inclusive

https://www.siliconvalleycf.
org/

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
Supports children, families and communities as they 
strenthen and create conditions that propel vulnerable 
children to achieve success

Global Partnerships
The grants are directed towards projects dealing 
with thriving Children, Working Families and 
Equitable Communities

https://www.wkkf.org/

David and Lucile Packard Foundation ' Promotes creation of just and equitable communities
Funds are directed towards projects building just 
societies, pretectng and restoring the natural world, 
and investing in community resilience

https://www.packard.org/

The Pew Charitable Trust 
interest in research, practical knowledge, and a robust 
democracy USA, Canada, Chile

https://www.pewtrusts.
org/en/

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation USA, India, Nigeria
Supports organizations focusing in improving the 
practice of philanthropy, strengthening the sector, 
and advocating and defending the sector at the 
local, state, and national levels

https://www.macfound.org/

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation '
believes that the arts and humanities explains humanity 
and that everyone deserves freedom and beauty USA, Puerto Rico

Through the grants they seek to build just 
communities in four areas: Art and culture, higher 
learning, humanities in place and public knowledge

https://mellon.org/

Gordon Betty Moore Foundation USA
foster path-breaking scientific discovery, 
environmental conservation, patient care 
improvements, and preservation of the special 
character of the San Francisco Bay Area.

https://www.moore.org/

The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust 
supports a wide range of organizations, with a major 
focus on health and medical research, in addition to 
conservation, education, social services and cultural 
access

Ethiopia, Sudan and South Sudan
aspires to improve lives by supporting effective 
organizations in the U.S. and around the world in 
health and select place-based initiatives

https://helmsleytrust.org/

Robert Bosch Stiftung, Deutschland Offer funds in health, education and other global issues
Available in more than 112 
countries

https://www.bosch-stiftung.
de/en/who-we-are

Tulsa Community Foundation 
is a collection of over 1,500 funds, varying in size from a 
few thousand to multiple millions of dollars USA

Deal with Meidcal disaster relief, funders 
roundtables, medical assistance, education and 
regional affiliates 

https://tulsacf.org/

Realdania Works to create quality of life for everyone Denmak
Focus on identifying and solving significant and 
omportant societal challenges and problems linked 
to the built environment

https://realdania.dk/

Rockefeller Foundation 
Promotes the well being of humanity through diverse 
project throughout the world HQ USA, global partnerships

https://www.
rockefellerfoundation.org/

Carnegie Corporation 
Carnegie Corporation of New York is one of America’s oldest grantmaking foundations.

Established in 1911 by Andrew Carnegie to promote the advancement and diffusion of knowledge and understanding. In keeping with this mandate, the Corporation's work focuses on the issues that Andrew Carnegie considered of paramount importance: international peace, the advancement of education and knowledge, and the strength of our democracy. 

promote the advancement and diffusion of 
knowledge and understanding https://www.carnegie.org/

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, Portugal Created in 1956, and fulfills its missions through innovative programmes providing scholarships and grantsPortugal, UK, France
main purpose is to improve the quality of life 
through art, charity, science and education https://gulbenkian.pt/en/

need to update need to update

Accountability Incubator
The Accountability Incubator Lab’s flagship initiative to 
provide passionate and innovative young leaders from 
Nepal, Pakistan, Liberia, Mali and Nigeria with catalytic 
support to develop and implement low-cost, high-impact 
solutions for accountability in their communities. The 
two-year intensive program provides accountapreneurs 
with: training and knowledge building; hands-on 
mentoring and management support; network and 
community building; media outreach; and up to $10,000 
in seed funding contingent upon performance. 
Participants are expected to work a minimum of 20 hours 
per week in order to effectively develop their project.

Acumen East Africa Fellows Program
The Acumen East Africa Fellows Program is a one-year, 
fully-funded leadership development program that gives 
20 individuals from across East Africa the training they 
need to accelerate their social impact and leadership 
potential. Fellows participate in five seminars and travel 
and accommodations are covered. During each seminar, 
Fellows receive world-class trainings on topics ranging 
from design thinking to adaptive leadership. Candidates 
are entrepreneurs who started their own organization, or 
individuals who are influencing change within an existing 
organization.

Acumen Regional Fellows India
The Regional Fellows Program is a one-year leadership 
development program that equips 20 extraordinary 
individuals from across India with the knowledge, 
support system and practical wisdom to unlock their full 
potential and drive positive change in society. Over the 
course of a year, Fellows remain in their jobs while taking 
part in five week-long seminars, where they receive the 
tools, training and space to innovate new ideas, 
accelerate their impact, build a strong network of social 
leaders from across their region and around the world. 
All costs associated with participating in the program are 
covered. Candidates are Indians of all ages and education 
levels.
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Acumen Regional Fellows Pakistan
The Regional Fellows Program is a one-year leadership 
development program that equips 20 extraordinary 
individuals from across Pakistan with the knowledge, 
support system and practical wisdom to unlock their full 
potential and drive positive change in society. Over the 
course of a year, Fellows remain in their jobs while taking 
part in five week-long seminars, where they receive the 
tools, training and space to innovate new ideas, 
accelerate their impact, build a strong network of social 
leaders from across their region and around the world. 
All costs associated with participating in the program are 
covered. Candidates are Pakistanis of all ages and 
education levels who are able to participate in a program 
conducted in English.

Ashoka
Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, and 
Malawi.

We work across Sub-Saharan Africa and strive to be true 
partners to our grantees. We want to change the power 
dynamics inherent in traditional philanthropy and prove 
that a new, more equitable, and responsive approach is 
not only more fair, but more effective.

Ashoka Fellows
Ashoka Fellows are leading social entrepreneurs who we 
recognize to have innovative solutions to social problems 
and the potential to change patterns across society. 
Ashoka Fellows work in over 70 countries around the 
globe in every area of human need. From nomination to 
election as a Fellow, candidates go through an extensive 
series of in-depth interviews, a judging panel, and a final 
executive board vote. There are no age, education, class, 
race, or other such bars to election. The three year 
fellowship includes a living stipend to cover all expenses 
(customized for each Fellow). Applications accepted all 
year round on a rolling basis.

Bluhm/Helfand Social Innovation Fellowship
The BHSI Fellowship was designed and created in 2011 by 
Leslie Bluhm and David Helfand as a way of advancing the 
next generation of social innovators, entrepreneurs and 
change agents. The BHSI Fellows are hosted in Chicago 
for Chicago Ideas Week, which is in October each year. 
All expenses are paid. Fellows gain exposure for their 
organization, establish a community of support, and 
receive a $10,000 financial contribution to their venture. 
All applicants must be 35 years of age or younger. 
Applicants may be from anywhere in the world and 
ventures may be for-profit or not-for-profit entities.

BRAC Social Innovation Fellowship
BRAC, the world’s largest NGO, is looking for the next big 
innovator to join their tribe by applying for BRAC Social 
Innovation Fellowship. The fellowship will support a 
young person (age 18-35) to complete a design thinking 
journey with BRAC, from problem framing to ideation 
and testing the solution on the ground. Fellows will have 
access to BRAC resources including a network of mentors 
that will help them throughout the 1-year fellowship. 
Fellows will be provided with office space, a monthly 
stipend, and a round-trip ticket from their home country 
to the country of deployment. Applicants from around 
the world are invited to apply.

Cansbridge Fellowship
The Cansbridge Fellowship seeks to build future leaders 
through a program that fosters growth through creating 
new ideas and using a powerful network for change. 
Leaders and entrepreneurs who think outside the box 
and who have a past as risk-takers are invited to apply. 
Fellowship includes international work experience in 
Asia, a conference in San Francisco and access to the 
Cansbridge Global Network. Applicants must be 
undergraduates currently enrolled in a Canadian college 
or university and pursuing a degree in business, science, 
design or technology.

Cordes Fellowships
Cordes Fellowships provide exceptional social 
entrepreneurs and nonprofit leaders engaged in poverty 
alleviation and economic justice enterprises the 
opportunity to participate as Delegates in the 
Opportunity Collaboration, a four-day problem-solving, 
strategic retreat. Cordes Fellows attend the full 
Opportunity Collaboration and take part in all Delegate 
sessions. The all-inclusive Cordes Fellowship includes all 
on-site costs for housing and meals (5 nights lodging, 3 
meals per day), gratuities, airport shuttle, etc. All Fellows 
are responsible for their own roundtrip airfare. Financial 
need is a primary consideration.

d.fellowship Teaching Fellowship
The d.school teaching fellowship is a 12.5 month 
program aimed at developing excellence in the 
experiential teaching and learning of design thinking. 
Fellows are creative professionals excited about the 
future of design and science, the intersection of k12 
education and systems design, or the possibilities of 
merging design with public policy. Fellows teach courses, 
work in small groups and have a high degree of 
autonomy. Candidates must have significant design and 
design thinking experience outside of school, currently 
work as a designer or in a creative role and hold a 
Master’s Degree or higher.

Draper Foundation Grants
The DRK Foundation seeks to dramatically improve the 
lives of people and the world around us through 
innovative strategies, systems changing approaches, and 
disrupting technologies. To do this, the DRK Foundation 
partners with entrepreneurs to build strong and capable 
organizations. DRK grants provide significant funding, 
mentorship and an unparalleled network of 
entrepreneurs. Candidates must be experienced, 
dedicated social entrepreneurs with a developed, early-
stage idea for a non-profit organization based in the 
United States. The DRK Foundation provides $300,000 in 
unrestricted startup funding, paid over 3 years.

Echoing Green Climate Fellowship
The Echoing Green Climate Fellowship, built in 
partnership with the ZOOM Foundation, was launched 
for leaders committed to mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change. Echoing Green is interested in 
applications from social entrepreneurs interested in the 
full spectrum of mitigation and adaptation responses. 
This can be anything from a US-based technological 
solution to a developing world-based community 
organizing solution. Fellows receive a stipend paid in four 
equal installments over two years ($80,000 for 
individuals; $90,000 for two-person partnerships), in 
addition to health insurance and professional 
development stipends.

Echoing Green Global Fellowship
Echoing Green’s world-renowned, and highly 
competitive, two-year Fellowship program provides more 
than $2 million in seed funding to a diverse group of the 
world’s most promising social entrepreneurs. Fellows 
receive up to $90,000 in funding to launch new 
organizations, health insurance and professional 
development stipends, access to Echoing Green’s robust 
network (500+ alumni), leadership development 
opportunities, and one-to-one support and counseling. 
Applicants must be fluent in English, have an 
independent social entrepreneurship organization in the 
startup stage (2 years or less), and be committed full-
time to their venture.

European Commission: Individual Fellowships

Global Good Fund Fellowship Program
The Global Good Fund accelerates the development of 
high potential young leaders tackling the world’s greatest 
social issues through entrepreneurship. We achieve this 
by investing both targeted human and financial capital in 
these leaders through our 12 month fellowship program. 
We support our Fellows in their natural work 
environments, craft personalized Leadership 
Development Plans, and pair Fellows with personalized 
executive coaches through implementation with up to 
$10,000 in funding. We additionally provide fellows with 
leadership assessment resources, a network of peer 
leaders, and sector expertise.

GSBI Accelerator Programs
The GSBI Accelerator program is a 10-month, mentored 
program for established social entrepreneurs who are 
looking to scale their businesses. Programs will coach, 
educate, and prepare fellows to better articulate mission, 
impact model, and business plans. Ideal candidates lead 
an existing for-profit, nonprofit, or hybrid enterprise, are 
a mid-stage enterprise (3+ years) ready for scale and 
investment and can develop innovative solutions to 
provide sustainable paths out of poverty with 
mentorship. Fellowships consist of 3 parts: online 
mentorship, in-residence mentorship and 
implementation – costs of program are covered for 
accepted fellows.

Halcyon Incubator
The Halcyon Incubator program equips early-stage social 
entrepreneurs with the support they need to transform 
audacious ideas into scalable and sustainable ventures, 
and change the world. Fellows learn many aspects of 
running a business, receive mentorship throughout the 
entire process and make connections that will benefit 
them as they move forward with their idea. The 
fellowship includes a 5-month residency at the Halcyon 
House in Washington, DC, workspace after the initial 
training and a stipend. Available to social entrepreneurs 
from around the world who are fluent in English and 
have legal work status in the U.S. during the time of the 
fellowship.

Henry Crown Fellowship
The Henry Crown Fellowship Program, established in 
1997, seeks to develop the next generation of 
community-spirited leaders, providing them with the 
tools necessary to meet the challenges of business and 
civic leadership in the 21st century. Each class of Fellows 
is chosen from a wide pool of accomplished 
entrepreneurial leaders (between the ages of 30 and 45). 
The two-year program is comprised of a structured series 
of four seminars (approximately 24 days in total) under 
the guidance of skilled senior moderators of the Aspen 
Institute along with a required leadership Venture of 
each Fellow’s own design and choosing. Individuals 
cannot apply for the Henry Crown Fellowship Program; 
they must be nominated by recognized leaders.

https://www.profellow.com/fellowships/53-social-entrepreneurship-fellowships-for-innovators-around-the-world/

Impact Entrepreneurship Graduate Fellowship
The Impact Entrepreneurship Fellowship is a two-year 
cohort experience for high-potential leaders from diverse 
backgrounds who are committed to creating social 
impact through entrepreneurship while pursuing a 
master’s degree at The New School. Fellows benefit from 
courses, mentorship, peer support, workshops, 
networking opportunities, and the opportunity to 
complete a Graduate Minor in Impact Entrepreneurship. 
They may receive an award of up to $10,000 over two 
years for participation in the Fellowship.

India Fellow Program
The India Fellow Program seeks to train and empower 
the next generation of leaders in India. The fellowship is 
for 13 months and includes training, working and 
mentoring components. The fellow will participate in 
several workshops that build leadership and problem 
solving skills. Fellows work with a grassroots organization 
brainstorming ideas and helping the organization grow. A 
stipend is included to cover costs while working and 
fellows will have access to mentors and networking 
opportunities throughout the fellowship. Fellows must be 
Indian citizens, 21-28 years of age and have a university 
degree.

Laureate Global Fellowship
The Laureate Global Fellowship is a pioneering youth 
social entrepreneurship program working to redefine 
how young people lead change. Young founders and co-
founders (between 18-29 years old) of social ventures are 
invited to apply to a yearlong program of coaching and 
leadership training. The leadership development courses 
are done virtually and in-person to help fellows as they 
develop their ideas and implement them. After the 
fellowship year, fellows will still enjoy access to the 
program’s resources and network as they continue their 
work. Applicants from any nation are invited to apply, but 
fluency in English is required.

LGT Impact Fellowship
As a strategic initiative of LGT Impact Ventures, the LGT 
Impact Fellowship aims to provide additional know-how 
and capacity to social enterprises and offers professionals 
the opportunity to apply their skills in a meaningful way. 
Eligible candidates have an undergraduate degree and at 
least two years of full-time work experience in diverse 
business areas such as consulting, finance, operations, 
data analytics, IT, M&E, sales, product development or 
marketing. Fellows work full-time for one year based on a 
monthly living stipend with our portfolio companies or 
regional investment teams in Africa, Brazil, China, India, 
the Philippines or the UK.

Next Generation Leaders Program
The McCain Institute’s flagship Next Generation Leaders 
program is designed to identify, train, network and 
empower a diverse group of emerging, character-driven 
leaders from the United States and around the world. 
The NGL program offers emerging global leaders one 
year of targeted professional and personal 
development—with a core focus on values, ethics and 
leadership—in order to create a capable and lasting 
global network of character-driven leaders who shape 
the world we will inhabit in the future. Early and mid-
career professionals of any nationality are invited to 
apply but applicants must be fluent in English.

Rainer Arnhold Fellows Program
Rainer Arnhold Fellows are social entrepreneurs with 
particularly promising solutions to the big problems in 
health, poverty, and conservation in the Third World. 
Fellows are recruited through our network of leaders, 
thinkers, and doers in the social and private sectors. The 
Fellows course brings Fellows and faculty together for a 
week to work on design for maximum impact and 
scalability. Held in a mountain nature preserve, the 
course gives Fellows the rare opportunity to focus 
completely on their ideas and a systematic way to apply 
them. Fellowships are for two years and include a 
discretionary stipend of $10k/year.

Resolution Fellows
Resolution Fellowships recognize young leaders for their 
initiative and innovation in addressing social challenges 
through social entrepreneurship. Resolution provides 
Fellows with access to a full ecosystem for a new social 
entrepreneur. This includes seed funding of up to $3,000 
per team to launch the venture proposed for a Social 
Venture Challenge, along with ongoing mentorship, pro 
bono services, robust support and access to the 
Resolution network. You must be a current 
undergraduate student in college or university and a 
Founder of the Social Venture you are proposing. Please 
check the websites for upcoming Challenges.

Rolex Awards for Enterprise
If you are between 18 and 30 years old with vision and a 
ground-breaking proposal that will help to expand 
knowledge of our world and improve the quality of life 
on the planet, apply for a Rolex Award. Five inspiring 
Young Leaders will receive 100,000 francs each, double 
the previous amount offered to winners in this age 
group. They will also benefit from worldwide publicity 
and receive a Rolex chronometer. Applications must be 
broadly in the areas of the environment, applied science 
and technology, or exploration. In addition to 
demonstrating a spirit of enterprise and leadership, 
candidates must put forward projects or work plans that 
have a clear purpose, are original and have the potential 
for significant impact.

SEE Independent Professionals Project Initiative
The Eurasia Foundation’s US-Russia Social Expertise 
Exchange (SEE) “Independent Professionals Project 
Initiative” is open to individuals from the U.S. and Russia 
who are interested in implementing bilateral projects 
focused on (1) Community Engagement and 
Volunteerism (2) Social inclusion of people with 
disabilities (3) Social entrepreneurship (4) Youth 
Engagement and Mentorship. Competitively selected 
candidates travel to an organization in the host country 
for 14 to 21 days to conduct activities related to their 
proposed project and will implement follow-up activities 
after returning to their home country. Independent 
professionals are strongly encouraged to have at least a 
working proficiency with both the English and Russian 
languages.

Shuttleworth Foundation Fellowship
We provide funding for dynamic leaders who are at the 
forefront of social change. We identify amazing people, 
give them a fellowship grant, and multiply the money 
they put into their projects by a factor of ten or more. 
We are looking for social innovators who are helping to 
change the world for the better and are looking for some 
support through an innovative social investment model. 
The value of the grant is the equivalent of a year’s salary, 
a contribution towards expenses plus access to a travel 
allowance. In addition, the Fellow will have access to 
potential project funding from the Foundation. Check 
website for deadline updates.

Stanford Biodesign Innovation Fellowship
Each year, the Biodesign Program has two U.S.-based 
fellowship teams of four graduate and/or postgraduate 
engineers, business professionals, bioscientists and 
physicians who collaborate to invent new technologies 
that address major clinical and surgical needs. All of the 
fellows complete a 10-month program, stipend 
supported. In addition to Stanford clinical and 
engineering faculty, the teams are mentored by over 100 
“real world” experts in design, prototyping, regulatory, 
reimbursement, finance and technology. Applicants with 
a background in engineering, medicine, biosciences or 
relevant business /technology are encouraged to apply.

TechWomen
TechWomen brings emerging women leaders in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) from 
Africa, Central and South Asia, and the Middle East 
together with their professional counterparts in the 
United States for a mentorship and exchange program. 
TechWomen provides participants access to networks, 
resources, and knowledge to empower them to reach 
their full potential. During the five-week program, 
participants engage in project-based mentorships at 
leading companies in the San Francisco Bay Area and 
Silicon Valley and participate in professional 
development workshops. Applicants must be women 
with, at minimum, two years full-time professional 
experience in the STEM fields and eligible to obtain a U.S. 
J-1 exchange visitor visa.

The Purposeful Growth Institute MBA Social Impact Fellowship
PGI’s MBA Fellowship is a highly selective,10-week paid 
opportunity that matches Fellows with one of our high-
impact partner organizations that use business as a force 
for good. The Fellowship also gives participants the 
opportunity to learn from social & environmental impact 
industry experts and gain access to over 50+ hours of 
learning, reflection, and practice to grow purposefully 
during their career path.

Thiel Fellowship
The Thiel Fellowship is unlike anything you’ve ever 
experienced. The Fellowship brings together some of the 
world’s most creative and motivated young people 
(under age 22), and helps them bring their most 
ambitious ideas and projects to life. Thiel Fellows are 
given a no-strings-attached grant of $100,000 to skip 
college and focus on their work, their research, and their 
self-education. They are mentored by our network of 
visionary thinkers, investors, scientists, and 
entrepreneurs, who provide guidance and business 
connections that can’t be replicated in any classroom. 
Rather than just studying, you’re doing.

Voqal Fellowship
The Voqal Fellowship is an investment in a new 
generation of social entrepreneurs working for social 
justice, progressive politics or transformative media and 
technology. Voqal Fellows will receive a $30,000 stipend 
and will be expected to complete a project in six months. 
Candidates must have 3-5 years of work experience and 
may not be currently enrolled in a graduate program. The 
fellowship is intended to provide an opportunity to build 
out an idea or concept that would not be possible to 
accomplish with a full-time job. Qualifying fellows may 
also be eligible to receive an additional stipend to help 
offset the cost of personal health insurance. Ideal 
candidates for the fellowship are social change agents 
who thrive under self-direction.

Young African Leaders Initiative Regional Leadership Center Fellowships
Launched by U.S. President Barack Obama, the YALI 
Regional Leadership Centers in Africa provide high-
quality training, mentoring, and networking support to 
exceptional young African leaders between the ages 18 
and 35. Four Regional Leadership Centers in Ghana, 
Kenya, Senegal, and South Africa. Selected cohorts of 
participants engage in innovative leadership training 
across three tracks of study: (1) Business and 
Entrepreneurship, (2) Civic Leadership, and (3) Public 
Management. The program covers the cost of travel, 
housing and meals and the customized academic and 
leadership course. Deadlines vary by Center, check 
website.

Young Professionals Programme for Legal Empowerment (YPPLE)
The Young Professionals Program for Legal 
Empowerment (YPPLE) aims to equip young legal 
professionals to become powerful change agents. The 
programme teaches fellows to develop a holistic 
understanding of how grassroots legal empowerment 
plays a catalytic role in bringing social change. The 2-year 
fellowship is open to young law graduates/legal 
professionals in India who wish to pursue a career in the 
field of human rights as lawyers, practitioners, 
researchers or academics. Fellows will engage in field 
based research and contribute to the advocacy work of 
their assigned organization. A monthly stipend of Rs. 
25,000 is provided.
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Walton Family Foundation Inc (AR) 

Rooted in several generations of family and are 
redefining the way philanthropy collaborates with 
grantees and communities to take on some of the world’
s biggest problems.

Arkansas, Bentonville, 
Washington, D.C, Jersey, Denver, 
Colorado 

strengthening the connections between K-12 
education and lifelong opportunity, protecting 
rivers, oceans

https://www.
waltonfamilyfoundation.org/

The California Endowment United States

expand access to affordable, quality health care for 
underserved individuals and communities and to 
promote fundamental improvements in the health 
status

https://www.calendow.org/

Robert W. Woodruff Foundation Inc. (GA) 

is the beneficiary of the estates of Mr. Woodruff and his 
wife, Nell Hodgson Woodruff. It has awarded more than 
$3.4 billion in grants since inception. Grants are 
generally limited to organizations located and operating 
in metro Atlanta, although we will occasionally consider 
grants to significant institutions and initiatives in 
communities throughout Georgia.

Atlanta Giorgia

Grants focuses on health, education, environment, 
human services, arts and culture, and community 
development. Limited to organizations located in 
Atlanta and initiatives in communities throughout 
Georgia.

https://woodruff.org/

The Kresge Foundation (US) United States and South Africa programs aimed at social investing https://kresge.org/

The Duke Endowment (NC) ,
The Duke Endowment enriches lives and strengthens communities in North Carolina and South Carolina.
We support grantees as they nurture children, promote health, educate minds and uplift spirits

North Carolina and South 
Carolina, US

https://www.dukeendowment.
org/

The JPB Foundation (NY) 
created in 2011 and supports a portfolio of nationally 
recognized and emerging organizations United States

Projects areas include poverty, medical research, 
and envirnment https://www.jpbfoundation.org/

The Simons Foundation (NY) 
Promotes the advancement of research in 
mathematics and basic sciences

https://www.simonsfoundation.
org/

The Chicago Community Trust (IL) 

For more than 100 years, The Chicago Community Trust 
has been a partner and ally to Chicago-area residents 
committed to our region's potential for greatness. Chicago

The Trust awards discretionary grants to nonprofit 
organizations whose work is consistent with our 
strategic priorities to close the racial and ethnic 
wealth gap

https://www.cct.org/

Greater Kansas City Community Foundation (MO) Kansas
https://www.growyourgiving.
org/

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation (MI) ,

Founded by Mott, a community leader and 
philanthropist who cared about innovation, a just 
society and the strength of communities USA, England and South Africa

supports nonprofits dedicated to civil society, 
education, the environment https://www.mott.org/

Margaret A. Cargill Foundation (MN) 

develops and implements integrated grantmaking 
strategies across seven program areas, which 

includes Animal welfare, arts and cultures, Disaster 
relief& recovery, environment, legacy 

&opportunity, quality of life and teachers& students 

https://www.
macphilanthropies.org/

The Moody Foundation (TX) 

Kimbell Art Foundation (TX) 

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation (CA) 

The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation is a family 
foundation established in 1944 by the man who 
started Hilton Hotels. We provide funds to nonprofit 
organizations working to improve the lives of 
individuals living in poverty and experiencing 
disadvantage throughout the world.
Our Vision
The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation foresees a world in 
which improving the human condition is a shared 
and sustainable goal. “Love one another, for that is 
the whole law,” Conrad Hilton wrote in his will. The 
peoples of the world “deserve to be loved and 
encouraged—never to be abandoned to wander 
alone in poverty and darkness.” That is our resolve.

Our Mission
We are guided by the intent of our donors, Conrad 
and Barron Hilton, who gave virtually all of their 
personal wealth to the foundation and gave its 
directors a noble, global philanthropic mission. “As 
the funds you will expend have come from many 
places in the world,” Conrad Hilton counseled, “so 
let there be no territorial, religious, or color 
restrictions on your benefactions.” In our workplace 
and in our collaborative efforts to alleviate human 
suffering, we apply their values of integrity, thinking 
big, humility, stewardship, and compassion.

The Annie E. Casey Foundation (MD) 

In support of our vision to build a brighter future for millions of children, we focus our efforts in areas that address the needs of children and young people facing the greatest challenges.

Child Welfare (Foster Care)
Community Change (Community Development)
Economic Opportunity (Employment, Education and Training)
Juvenile Justice

United States Only

The Annie E. Casey Foundation (AECF®) is devoted 
to developing a brighter future for millions of 
children and young people with respect to their 
educational, economic, social and health outcomes.

Our work focuses on strengthening families, 
building stronger communities and ensuring access 
to opportunity, because children, youth and young 
adults need all three to succeed. We advance 
research and solutions to overcome the barriers to 
success, help communities demonstrate what works 
and influence decision makers to invest in strategies 
based on solid evidence.

https://www.aecf.org/grant-
making
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Foundation Basic Info on the Organisation Locations Description Application Links

The Susan Thompson Buffett Foundation (NE) Nebraska

It invests heavily in reproductive health and family 
planning grants across the world, including 
substantial investments in abortion and 
contraceptives

https://buffettscholarships.org/

The New York Community Trust (NY) 

Connects past, present, and future generous New 
Yorkers with vital nonprofits working to make a healthy, 

equitable, and thriving community for all.

https://www.
nycommunitytrust.org/

William Penn Foundation 
a grant-making foundation established in 1945 in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Philadelphia

improves the quality of life in the Greater 
Philadelphia region through efforts that foster 
rich cultural expression, strengthen children’s 
futures, and deepen connections to nature and 
community

https:
//williampennfoundation.org/

Richard King Mellon Foundation (PA) 
manages his charitable estate and has recently 
participated in redeveloping industrial brownfields Pittsburgh https://www.rkmf.org/

The Wyss Foundation (DC) 
Washington D.C, Durango, 
Colorado

provided funding to conservation, environmental 
journalism, education, museums and progressive 
political advocacy.

https://www.wyssfoundation.
org/

Foundation For The Carolinas (NC) https://www.fftc.org/

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation (OK) 

strive for a future in which the United States and Israel 
live up to their highest ideals. Guided by our values, we 
listen to, invest in, and connect leaders and 
organizations to pursue long-term solutions to pressing 
issues and systemic challenges.

Partnerships for Jewish causes 
around the world

https://www.schusterman.
org/

The Oregon Community Foundation (OR) https://oregoncf.org/

The James Irvine Foundation (CA) https://www.irvine.org/

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation (FL) 
We are social investors who support a more effective democracy by funding free expression and journalism, arts and culture in community, research in areas of media and democracy, and in the success of American cities and towns where the Knight brothers once published newspapers. (Read our Statement of Strategy.  We are social investors who support a more effective democracy by funding free expression and journalism, arts and culture in community, research in areas of media and democracy, and in the success of American cities and towns where the Knight brothers once published newspapers.

United States, Certain cities: 
Akron, Ohio, Charlotte, North 
Carolina, Detroit, Macon, 
Georgia, Miami, Philadelphia, 
San Jose, California, St. Paul, 
Minnesota

The Knight brothers believed that a well-informed 
community could best determine its own true 
interests and was essential to a well-functioning, 
representative democracy. The brothers pursued 
those beliefs, building and running one of America’s 
largest and most successful 20th century newspaper 
companies. (Learn more about the philosophy of 
the Knight Newspapers.)

The Knights formed Knight Foundation to promote 
excellence in journalism and the success of the 
communities in which they worked, in the words of 
Jim Knight. The  company was sold, and the 
foundation, ever evolving, carries on this work. 

https://knightfoundation.
org/apply/

Laura and John Arnold Foundation (TX) 

The McKnight Foundation (MN) Foundation’s primary geographic focus in grantmaking is the state of Minnesota for our Arts & Culture, Minnesota Initiative Funds, and Vibrant & Equitable Communities programs. Minnesota, US Only
https://www.mcknight.
org/grants/for-grant-seekers/

The Columbus Foundation and Affiliated Organizations (OH) 

To assist donors and others in strengthening and 
improving our community for the benefit of all its 
residents Columbus Ohio

The Foundation is committed to working with 
community partners to address the symptoms of 
racial disparity, Capacity building and Operating and 
programs support.

https://columbusfoundation.
org/

The Nemours Foundation (FL) 

began in 1936 with the vision of Alfred I. duPont to do 
whatever it takes to prevent and treat disabling 
childhood conditions. Florida

dedicated to improving the health of children, 
provides information about the health, behavior, 
and development of children from birth to 
adulthood

https://www.nemours.org/

Doris Duke Charitable Foundation (NY) '

a private national foundation that makes grants across 
six funding areas and oversees two museums and a 
center for environmental stewardship. New York

Supports Performing arts, medical research, 
environment and building bridges https://www.ddcf.org/

Eli & Edythe Broad Foundation (CA) California

stewards our groundbreaking institutions in 
education, science and the arts, while elevating 
organizations, initiatives and leaders that boldly 
address the challenges of our time and expand 
opportunity for Los Angeles’ historically 
marginalized communities.

https://broadfoundation.
org/about-us/

California Community Foundation (CA) 
committed to making a difference through meaningful 
advocacy, outreach and community investments California

They fund programs that deals with education, 
housing, immigration and health https://www.calfund.org/

Barr Foundation (MA) Invests in human, natural, and  creative potential Boston

focuses on three areas: Arts & Creativity, Climate, 
and Education. Does not make grants to individuals 
or for scholarships, nor do we make program-
related investments

https://www.barrfoundation.
org/

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation (NY) 

grantmaking institution that supports high quality, 
impartial scientific research; fosters a robust, diverse 

scientific workforce; strengthens public understanding 
and engagement with science; and promotes the health 

of the institutions of scientific endeavor.

New York

grantmaking is divided thematically across several 
broad subject areas related to science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, and economics. https://sloan.org/

The Heinz Endowments (PA) 

one of the largest philanthropic organizations in the 
United States, and was formed with the combined 
support from two smaller, private foundations: the 
Howard Heinz Endowment and the Vira I. Heinz 
Endowment. It awards more than $60 million annually in 
grants

Pennsylvania

give funding priority to projects that focus on the 
voices of communities and residents most directly 
affected by injustice and encourages submissions 
from young people or that focuses on youth voices

https://www.heinz.org/

Annenberg Foundation (CA) ,
receives grants from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation USA  and around the world https://annenberg.org/

The San Francisco Foundation (CA) 
a grantmaking public charity dedicated to improving life 
within a specific local region San Fransisco Bay Area https://sff.org/

The Starr Foundation (NY) New York The Foundation’s primary areas of giving have been medicine and healthcare, education, human needs and foreign policyhttps://starrfoundation.org/

John Templeton Foundation (PA) The Foundation offers grants in support of research and public engagement in innovative programs that engage the public with these ideashttps://www.templeton.org/

The Wallace Foundation (NY) ' Fosters equity and improvements in learning and enrichment for young people, and in the arts for everyoneNew York Wallace currently has initiatives in seven areas: afterschool, arts education, building audiences for the arts, social and emotional learning, expanded learning, school leadership and summer learning.

https://www.
wallacefoundation.
org/pages/default.aspx

The Brown Foundation Inc. (TX) 
Builds, sustains, and enhances organizations that make 
Houston stronger Texas

https://www.brownfoundation.
org/

Houston Endowment Inc. (TX) Texas

we support organizations and initiatives to increase 
the number of children that graduate from high 
school with choices for the future; to increase 

informed civic engagement in our region; and to 
enhance arts, cultural organizations, and 

greenspaces.

https://www.
houstonendowment.org/

Boston Foundation Inc. (MA) , $ 1293315000, 30/06/2019 https://www.tbf.org/

Shimon ben Joseph Foundation (CA) 
https://jimjosephfoundation.
org/about-us/
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